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A SIF-ENABLED APPLICATION 
Now school  systems can employ AAC’s award-winn ing PhoneTop® K-12 XML 

appl icat ion su i te  wi th in  a  Schools  In teroperabi l i ty  Framework (SIF)  network.   The SIF 

Agent  for  PhoneTop K-12  a l lows Cisco Systems® IP te lephones to act  as por ta l  to 

your  back-of f ice appl icat ion systems.  

THE CHALLENGES FACING DATA MANAGEMENT IN OUR SCHOOLS 
Today,  educat ion data in format ion systems serve a wide-range of  purposes and 

funct ions,  inc lud ing such facets  as s tudent  informat ion,  geographic  informat ion,  food 

serv ices,  l ibrary management ,  f inanc ia l ,  grade book,  and others .   A huge problem 

fac ing school  systems today is  that  many of  these systems do not  “ ta lk”  to  each other  

or  otherwise  share data wi th  one another ,  resu l t ing in  data redundancy and the 

manual  upkeep of  ident ica l  data in d i f ferent  databases.  

MANAGING STUDENT DATA 
Imagine that  a new student  is  be ing reg is tered or  added to  a  school .   We want  to 

teach the s tudent  so we need to  enro l l  h im in  the s tudent  in format ion system, 

ident i fy ing h is  c lasses and teachers;  we need to t rack h is  success at  our  school  so 

the grade book system needs to be updated;  we need to  issue h im a meal  card so we 

make an ent ry in to  our  food serv ices management  system;  we wish to  issue h im a 

l ib rary card and a l low h im to  check books out  so we log h im into  out  l ib rary 

management  system;  and we need to  t rack the manner  by which he gets  to school  so 

we se lect  h is  bus route in our  t ranspor ta t ion system.  

MANAGING TEACHER DATA 
Likewise,  a t  the beginn ing of  each school  year  when our  schools  exper iences facu l ty 

t ransfers  and turnover ,  we need to  record each teacher  wi th in  the s tudent  informat ion 

system,  grade book sys tem,  f inanc ia l  management  system (e.g . ,  payro l l  system),  and 

human resources database.  

HOW SIF WORKS 
SIF is  an indust ry s tandard that  def ines d iscreet  data ob jects  (such as a s tudent ’s  

f i rs t  name) wi th in  an educat ion appl icat ion env i ronment .   SIF a l lows var ious 

appl icat ions in  your  network to reg is ter  with  the school ’s  network as an “owner”  o f  

cer ta in data ob jects  as we l l  as  a  ”subscr iber ”  for  updates of  other  ob jects .   SIF uses 

XML as the protoco l  by wh ich updates to  a data ob ject ’s  va lues are communicated 

between appl icat ions.  



 
AAC’S SIF AGENT FOR PHONETOP K-12 
AAC has 

developed an 

agent  that  a l lows 

i ts  popular  

PhoneTop K-12 

product  to 

par t ic ipate in  a  S

network,  and 

through interact ion 

wi th  a  Zone 

In format ion Server  

(ZIS) ,  subscr ibe to  

a  var iety o f  ob jects  

in  your  SIF 

network .  
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ABOUT AAC INC. 
Incorporated in  1983,  AAC prov ides network engineer ing consul t ing serv ices for  

Federa l ,  s tate  and loca l  government ,  and commerc ia l  c l ients .   AAC boasts  three areas 

of  exper t  spec ia l izat ion:  IP Communicat ions,  Informat ion Assurance and Appl icat ions 

Development .   AAC is  a  Cisco Systems IP Communicat ions spec ia l ized Par tner ,  C isco 

IP Communicat ions Development  Par tner ,  and Cisco AVVID Par tner ,  prov id ing va lue-

added,  customized Voice-over- IP solu t ions to our  customers.   Th is  inc ludes the 

in tegrat ion o f  3rd-Par ty ,  Eco-System Par tner  products as we l l  as  the development  and 

in tegrat ion of  AAC XML,  C,  and JAVA appl icat ions such as the PhoneTop® appl icat ion 

descr ibed here in .   P lease v is i t  h t tp: / /www.phonetop.com or  ca l l  to l l - f ree 1-877-FONE-

TOP (1-877-366-3867)  and ask for  sa les for  more in format ion.  

 

Visit http://www.sifinfo.org for additional information on the schools interoperability framework. 

Visit http://www.phonetop.com for information on AAC’s PhoneTop K-12 product suite. 

©2003, 2004 AAC Inc.  All company and product names contained herein are for identification purposes only and may 
be the registered names, trade names, or trademarks of their respective companies. AAC Inc. does not claim any rights 
to such names, trade names, or trademarks. Information in this document is subject to change without notice and does 
not represent a commitment on the part of AAC Inc. The software described herein is subject to the license agreement 
that is included with the product, which specifies the permitted and prohibited uses of the product. 

PhoneTop and Go Beyond Dial Tone are registered trademarks of AAC Inc. 
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